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From the Debating Society

At the beginning of the school year, the Society adopted a new system

in its management.

A council comprising class representatives from Forms

4 -7 was formed. The post of Chairman was abolished, and it was decided

that boys should be given a chance to chair different debates.

Thus the

running of the Society became the responsibility of the Moderator and the
Secretary. We wasted no time-in the fall of September the inter-class debates

were started.

The first debate, between the
Fifth-formers, was held on Sept. 28,
the motion proposed was ‘That
Students of Forms 5,6, & 7 Need
Not Wear Their Uniform.” For the
motion was a team from 5A & 5C,
against it were 5B & 5D. Rev. Fr.
Cunningham was our judge, and his
decision was in favour of the
Government.

The second meeting was one
between the Sixth-formers. The date
was Oct. 20. The motion before the
House was ‘That Experience Is Not

The Best Teacher’. F.6 Arts and F.6 Sci.

& 6 Med. formed Government and
Opposition respectively. The Judge,
Mr. Law, History Master of Form 6,
declared that the Government was the
winner.

The third debate saw the untried
Fourth-formers in battle. The Govern-
ment and Opposition were both
made up of boys from 4A & C. The
motion “That Chinese Characters
Should Be Replaced By Roman Script.’
was keenly debated. Rev. Fr. Tarpey,
the Rector, decided that the Opposition
had won by 111 points to 96.

On November 29th, the winners
of the first and second debates met
for the semi-final. The motion put
up was “That All Advertising Of
Cigarettes Should Be Banned.” For
the motion were 5A & C, against it
was 6 Arts. Rev. Fr. Coghlan was the
judge of the evening and he found
that the Government had won by 69
points to 63.

Then came the FINAL. On the
night of January 17, the Championship
Debate, the last round in the inter-
class series, was held. Defending the
motion ‘That the System Of Hire-
purchase Is More Profitable To The
Seller Than To The Buyer." was the
team from 5A & C while the veterans
of F.7 Sci. & 7 Arts opposed it.

The Government side, consisting
of George Chan, Victor Tong, Henry
Luk and Joannes Chow, first explained
the term profit. They went on to

examine the disadvantages of the
buyer. Under the system, he will have
to pay interest as well as the original
cost. He will suffer under a psychol-
ogical effect a prolonged worrying
that he is always in debt, and the
fear of the goods being withdrawn if
he fails to pay the instalments. He
may also have the wrong idea that
he is having advantage over the

Seller and so spend extravagantly.
They further raised the question as
to who introduced the system. It is
only the Seller who will do so if
profits are certain. On the side of
the law, the Seller has more advantages
than the Buyer. An example is that
in England a law was made to
protect the Buyer. The Buyer will
not consider so much because each

instalment is a considerably less
amount than the full cost. The Seller
could then get rid of more articles
easily. They then concluded that the
Seller had more profit that the
Buyer under the system.

The Opposition, made up of
Raymond Kwong, Peter Lee, Gerald
Tsang and Dominic Wong, gave an
explanation of the motion. They said
that profits could not be measured
nor could they be compared, because
of the difference between the various
kinds of profits concerned. Thus it
would be incorrect to say which of the
two profits more. However particular
cases existed such as buying an
expensive article. Under the system,
the saving period intended to gather

the required money would be made
unnecessary or shortened. They also
mentioned that the Buyer paid less
than the actual price. Many people
obrained thcir livelihood by it. Repairing
is fast and efficient because the
Seller fears - the goods might be
returned. It was understood that people
were actually under an emotional drive
when buying things. They could
simply return the goods if later they
found that they did not like them.’
The loss would be lighter than buying.

The system also helps to develop
strong will power because the Buyer
would have to pay regularly. They
then concluded that there are actually
profits on both sides and it was
wrong to say that the Seller had
more profits than the Buyer.

When the debate was declared
open to the House, some 30 animated
speeches were given and the chairman
had to limit the time of the floor
speakers to two minutes each because
of the large number of boys whe
wanted to speak. Finally when time
ran out, he had to close the debate
reluctantly. Fr. Cunningham then came
forward to give his decision. He gave
the Government 33 points and the
Opposition 30. Thus the Champion
was born.

Thanks must be given to John
Kao, Gerald Tsang, Henry Luk, and
Bill Fang who each in turn chaired
a debate. Altogether, a total of 133
speeches were made With the
inter-class series completed, the Society
is preparing for public debates. An

inter-form debate in Chinese was
organised between F.6 and F.5. It
took place on Jan. 24 and the Sixth-
formers won. A joint debate in Chinese
with the Chinese Society against St.
Mary's Cannosian College, and another
in English with Maryknoll Convent
School are both scheduled to be held
at the end of February. It is hoped
that more of these debates will
take place during the second term.
Leo Chu,
(Secretary )

A TRUE MAN

A person, who has once tasted the bitterness of poverty, sets out to
make as much money as he can--by any means. He succeeds in making
himself merely a wealthy man. When he dies the world loses something,
but certainly not a man. An animal, a hungry beast grabs at the first sheep

it sees and afterwards finds

itself satisfied. It lies

down with much

self-complacency, but little pity for others, who are still suffering from hunger.
What does it matter to the beast if another, unable to bear the same hunger,

staggers and falls.

A poor man, who is a true man,
sets out to banish poverty not just
that of his own house, but of all
mankind - for eternity. He works to
erase the word “‘poverty”’ from
everyone’s vocabulary. Because of
him the threat of poverty will become
abstract - an abstraction found oanly in
history books, a thing which later
generations  will point at with
amazement.

A person, at great risk to his
own life, escapes froma a cruel tyranny.
Wiping the sweat off his brow, he
settles down in a peaceful country to
start a new, easy life He forgets the
past, he does not look back. All he
sees is the present before him ... A
small beast gets a chance and escapes
from a territory dominated by 2 lion.

It finds another place and settles
down with a sigh of contentment. It
no longer hears the moans of its
fellow-creatures, which, one by one,
are being sacrificed under the lion’s
paw. Indeed, why should it worry
any more now that it is safe and
carefree? Why should it have any
sting of conscience?

A tortured man, who is a true
man, will determine to secure safety

not only for himself, but for all
others who are being tortured. He
will lead the bold, march back to
the land where so many are still being
tormented, and oust the tyrant finally
and forever.

What really makes a man are
his actions and the motives for these
actions. His actions and his motives
combined with unselfishness, a Jove
of truth and justice, patience and

gentleness in dealing with his fellow-
men -- it is these things that go to the
building up of a man, and make him
a different being from an animal. It
is meaningless to talk of a “man”
who is a good doctor, or a merchant,
or a merchant, or an engineer, or a
professor, of how he exercises his
skill in his profession if everything he

does is for his own good -- and his
own good only. Such a man has
already lost his right to the title
of “man’: he has no human virtues
and, therefore, cannot be distinguished
from a beast.

I sincerely hope that I myself
will one day become truly deserving
of this title. But for this I shall have
to strive hard.

Joseph Lin 5A

...things 20 better "Vith COKe
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