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The Mount of Olwes and Bethlehem

On the east side of Jerusalem, beyond the
Kedron Valley, is the Mount of Olives, At the
fool of the Mt. of Olives is the Garden of
Gethsemani.

The shortest way to the Garden of Gethsemani
is through St. Stephen’s Gale, then furn right and
you pass on your left a little church called the
Tomb of the Virgin Mary, A little further on,
you turn to your left and about fifty yards up
this road is a gate on the right that leads into
the Garden. The Franciscan Fathers’ house is
on you left and their church is straight ahead
about fifty yards away. On your right is the
Garden where Christ prayed and was betrayed by
Judus. ‘
; The Garden is neatly laid out with tidy flower
beds. There are only a few old olive trees.

In the church, in front of the altar, is a big
bare surface of rock. It is believed Our Lord
prayed on this spot. I offered mass on the
side-altar just bsside this rook.

On the top of the Mount of Olives is the
little church of the Ascension, whence our Lord
ascended into heaven. Inside, written on the
walls in one hundred and nine languages is the
Our Father. Paul, my Arab Christian friend and
guide, read it aloud for me in Aramaic. I was
able to read it for him in Irish and Chinese.

From this point there is a magnificent view
of Jerusalem. You can look down on and into
the city. In the valley on your left is a small
‘domed shaped building which is supposed to be
the tomb of Absolem. Almost mid way between
the Church of Gethsemani and the Church of the
Ascension is the fine Russian Orthodox Church
with its many onion shaped domes. This Church
was built by the Russian Czar Alexander III in
1863.

You pass by the Garden of Gethsemani on
your way to Bethlehem, a word that has more
tender memories than any other place named in

the Bible, It is about six miles fo Bethlehem
by a very winding road, which descends into a
valley and rises again to abouf the same height
as Jerusalem. At places you meet the old road
that Joseph and Mary travelled, but in May
1967, the political boundaries between Jordan and
Israel cut across the old road. There are a few
caves in the fields and some sheep were grazing
nearby.

Bethlehem is a fair sized town of about
7000 people. The Church of the Nativity is
hemmed in by churches and religious houses;
but there is an open courtyard leading into the
Church, The Church is a fine building with
forty columns.

The Grotto of the Nativity is beneath the
cenfre of the choir, you descend steps to get to
it. In the Grotto, on your left, in a semi-circular
enclosure on 2 marble floor, is a silver star with
the inscription, ‘Hic de Virgine Maria Jesvs natus
est.” : ‘Here Jesus was born of the Virgin Mary.’
A few feet beyond this altar is the Roman
Catholic altar on which it was my great privilege
to offer mass. Just opposite this altar, about eight
feet away, is the cave of the Manger where
Jesus was laid and whither the shepherds came
to adore Him,

St. Jerome 340-420 who lived for a long
time in Bethlehem says, ‘“‘About one thousand
yards from Bethlehem is the Tower of Ader,
which means the Tower of the Flocks. By
definite prophecy pointing in advance to the
shepherds who there learned of the birth of Christ.
At this Tower of the Shepherds, Jacob stopped
on his way to Hebron after burying his wife
Rachel’ see Gen 35, 21. It is on this spot that
the Franciscans have built a beautiful little church
called The Church of the Shepherds Field.

PADDY FINNERAN, S.]J.
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Sixth- S—r ormers In Debate

The evening of October 20th saw the velerans of Form 6 met together
for a debate. Defending the motion, ‘That Experience is NOT the best
leacher’, was a team from 6 Arts, while a combined one from 6 M. and 6
S. formed the opposition. Mr. Heary Law, history master of Form 6, was
there to judge for the meeting. Quite a large number turned up and the
occasion was further enhanced by the presence of a few ladies.

The debate commenced at 7.15,
and after the chairman announced the
rules, the Government side ‘opened
up’. From the start, they employed
a completely new and surprising
factics-pulting aside eloquence, poise,
fluency-- and their
strength on raising points, It was
striking to see them standing erected,
looking stern and dignified and
delivering their speeches in a seemingly
impromptu way. Their auguments,
brief and to the point, yet maintaining
excellent plainness, caught the House
and the Opposition rather surprisingly.
Penetrated by their sheer force of

concentrating

reasoning, the Opposition, unaccustomed

to such unconventional altacks, was
totally at a lost as fo what they were
aiming at, Its eloquence and excellency
in delivery came to nothing in the face
of the Government’s straightforward
drive, Its speeches, though well
balanced in every way, were unable

to withstand the single concentrated
blow launched by the Government.

When the battle was thrown open
to the House, floor speakers rose
continuously to speak in favour of
the Oppositiom, But even though
another series of attacks were made
on the Government, they remained
composed; and perhaps their supporters
were informed of their tactics before
hand, only one in the House rose lo
defend them.

After summing up their speeches,
Mr, Law came forward fo give his
judgement, Before doing so, he
explained his own view on experience
and gave his method of tackling the
molion. The winner of the debate
was 6 Arts, Maybe after this they
should learn that a debate can be
and reasoning

won by reasoning,

ONLY.
LEO. CHU

.9nl'efwe¢'w£n9 Gn. Ginneran

Fr. Finneran, the form-master of Form 5B, is a great enthusiast in
sports and games. He is our school-team coach in football {(C grade) and
tennis and at the same tfime a great sportsman himself. He. is teaching
School Cert, English, Religious Knowledge and History. If you had been
taught by him before, you would cerfainly agree with me that his classes
are the most “alive” ones. He is an easy person fo get along with and very
often, he has invaluable advice for a graduating student in his class, Moreover,
he is the form-master that manages fo setl free class spirit and unily among

his students.

Q. Father, why is it that you are
so interested in ball-games and
athletics? Has that anything to
do with your nature, for example?

A. Well, it is nature to a very
great extent, But furthermore,
when we were at school in
Ireland, sports and games were
very much encouraged and very
many boys, nearly all, loved
them immensely. Also, there
weren’t so much competitions
academically so that we were
able to give a larger portion of
our time fo sports and games.
A student at our time, and
possibly now too in Europe,

would never become as popular
for geiting to the tfop of his
class as being the best athlete
or the football captain. Being
good at sports was actually
considered a glamour.

Q. You have been in charge of
sports in our college for quile
some years. Can you tell us the
history?

A. When I was first here,
the minister upstairs, in charge
of money. Then later, I became
the Sportsmaster and that was
really what I would like to be.
I had been Sportsmaster for 7
years in Wah Yan and had come

I was

across with a great number of
excellent sportsmen.

We had once been outasandingly
good at football some years ago,
hadn’t we?

Oh yes, we had always been
good at football. Now, let me
see ... over and all, our C grade
had won the Cup as well as the
7-a-side Championships before
but never the league; our B had
besn champ in all three of them
the Cup, the league and the
7-a-side; our A was even more
successful and had once been
the . un-defeated champ— winnier
the league for 5 successive years.
Wow, when was that?

It started, if I remember right,
in the 1957-8 league and we
had the pennant until 1962. In
addition, we won the Morahan
Shield twice in ‘58 and ‘59 for
the overall Champion in inter-
school football, Actually, we had
many good players, some of
which even made the ‘great
league’ in Hongkong.

. Well, that’s quite a feat!l What

about athlefics?

Our great year went as far back
as twelve years ago when our C
grade won the athletic champio-
nship for two years running.
Athletes that were oufstanding
included Francis Lee and Lo
Man Cheuk., Now, we have Pefer
Yuen Kwong of Form 5 D who
broke three colony records
for the inter-school competition
a few years ago.

How do our chances go this year
at the inter-school athletic meet?
Our relay team is undoubfedly
a strong one., Last year, we won
7 out of 9 invitation relays and
was second in the remaining two.
The same members, all four of
them, are back this year; so our
chances are very good. In A
grade this year, we may win the
200m. and 400m. with Peter
Yuen, In B, we have some good
ones too; but in C this year,
they arent so good — but
of course, there may be some
very good ones in our Form I
this year which I do not know.
Can you tell us something about
tennis which you have been so
greatly encouraging?

Tennis is, in my opinion, the
best ball-game. We had one really
good year when Patrick Chang

won the Colony Championship.
At that time, however, we still
had not so much tennis facilities.
It was not until the Ilast
years that we had the two new

courts, Ever since lhen, we were

lwo

never beaten in tennis except by
a very strong D.B.S. team. We
had been runners-up for ftwo
years running.

Q. Now, to return to the topic of
teaching, can you tell us of your
experience as a teacher?

A. It has always been a pleasure
for me to teach and this is the
key to success. I consider
teaching as an art, I will try to
find out what a boy is really
good af and encourage him or
advise him to develop himself
in that direction. Also, I am
most concerned in forming a
boy’s charecter. As for lessons,
I always ftry to have them
interesting so that I can get the
class swinging with
enthusiasm to learn. :

Q. You have taught Form Five for
quite some years, What kind of
an experience has that been?
How well, for example, do you
know a “5 B> student?

A. I bave been having 5 B for 9
years now and there were only
4 failures in tne School Cert,
(three of them coming together
in the same year and one other
in another yeor)., In 5 B, there
has never been a single failure
in English., So, if you are in 5B,
you should not have to worry.
It’s a question of a high pass
or a lJow pass and usually,
5B gets quile a number of
Credits and occasionally a few
Distinctions,

Q. Father, how correctly can you
predict your student’s result?

A. Well, you can cerfainly tell, after

so many years of teaching Form

5, of those who

Credit and usually, those predicted

do get a Credif. Even if you

do not, it will only be a grade
higher or one lower. There isn’t
really too great a miscalculation,

One final question, father, how

long have you been in Wah Yan?

A. Thirteen years.

zest and

deserve a

Q.

Reporter:- BILL FANG
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