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AN INTERVIEW WITH A FATHER

This is the first of a series of interveiws with the Jesuit fathers of our
college. You may find some “confidential” information from them which you
may like to know yet never have the opportunity (or the proper excuse,
rather) to ask. These interviews, I hope, will help you fo know more about
our fathers, They are recorded in simple English and common vocabulary
to suit the standard of even the junior boys.

This Week: Fr. Cunningham S. J.

Q. What is your full name, Father?

A. Palrick Joseph Cunningham. For your information, Irish boys born in
March are usually given names like Patrick or Joseph.

Q. Where, in Ireland, were you born?

A. Dublin, the capital.

Q. Any brothers or sisters?

A. Yes, one brother.

Q. Can you tell us something about yourself before you came to Hongkong?

A. I had my primary as well as secondary education at Belvedere College,
a Jesuit school in Dublin. I joined the Jesuit Order in 1942 right after
my secondary graduation. Then, I did my University work in the
University College of Dublin, majoring in History. T first came to Hong
Kong on Oct. 3rd, 1951.

Q. Why, in fact, did you choose Hongkong?

A. Well, it’s like this, We had, at Belvedere College, just as many clubs

as you are having in Wah Yan, One of them was the Mission Sociely
which informed us of the work that the Jesuits were doing in South
China, I was impressed. Laler, while I was in the Jesuit Order, I
voluntesred fo come here. I was accepted.
Q. What have you besn doing all these years in Hongkong?
A. I had two years of language study (learning Chinese) whea I first
I entered Wah Yan in 1953 and taught for a year.. Then
I went off to study Theology. I was back in Wah Yan in 1959. And
ihis is my ninth year running in Wah Yan. By the way, I spent
a few years, from 1959-64, as the Port-Chaplain to the ships coming
rejoined the teaching staff in Wah Yan

came here.

here to our harbour. I
in 1964.

Q. You founded the Aviation Club in our school.
to the founding of such a club?

A. T have always besn inlerested in aviation myself since I lived near to
the civil airport while I was a boy in Dublin. In 1959, the first year
I was here, I overheard some of our boys discussing aviation matters.
I was very much impressed by them and was exiremely keen on
founding an Aviation club to give these boys the necessary facilities to
maintain their interest in Aviation; if they wished to make a career oul
of it, I hoped the experience they had in our club would give them a
prefty good background knowledge on the subject. I got support from
the aviation people and it was established in the same school year with

What, exactly, led you

initially 15 members.

Q. I imagine that your post as the Port Chaplain did help the running of
the club, dido’t il?

A. Yes, by that I was able fo bring our boys to the aircraft-carriers stationed
here and pay visits to the numerous planes on board,

Q. Many boys, I found, were not able to join the club when they wanted
to. Why is this limilation necessary?

A. You see, il is extremely difficult to obtain permission’ fo visit something
with foo large a crowd. Moreover, receiving technica] instructions will
become almost impossible, We arc now having a liftle more than 40
members and this is already far beyond the ideal number. That is
why we can only try to have genuinely interested boys in the future,

Q. Can you tell me something about the Auto Club of which you are
acting as the Director?

A. I founded this also with the same reason that I had founded the
Aviation Club. Tt started in 1962-3 for boys who had an interest in
motors in general.

Q. What else have you been doing besides wath we have mentioned?

A. Well, I’'m the R.A.F. Chaplain, This started from last November, Also, I
am giving spesch instructions to the Cathay Pacific Airways Cabin Crews.
As you probably know, I also founded the Road Safety Assosiation in
Hongkong in 1961, and was ils president from ‘61 to ‘67. Perhaps the
most important, we are on our way fo establishing the first ever Air
Scout Troop in Hongkong in our college. I was asked by some R.A.F.
officers aboul the possibility of Air-Scouting in Hongkong. I decided to
form one in our college and I got the permission from the school

authority.
Q. I take it that the Troop will be formed before November, right?

A. Right.

ﬁ' = = e -
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Before ending our interveiw, may I ask what you are interested in in
your spare time?

Cinema and Music are within my interests.

Your favourite composer in Music?

Beethoven,

. Your favourite T.V. programmes?

I like documentary programmes more than the rest, “DR, FINLAY’S
CASEBOOK” is what I call a really entertaining T.V. programme.

o

=0 >0

Something more about Fr, Cunningham:- He feaches English in F.2,
and History in F.3. He 1is at present the director of both the
Aviation and Aufo Clubs. He is also the Scoutmasfer of the Air Scout

Troop in our college.

Glossary of words that may be unfamiliar to junior boys:-
PORT-CHAPLAIN - A priest who holds church services and
attends to the personal problems of B
the members of an organisation or a :
special group is called a Chaplain,
The Port-Chaplain in the priest
who does all these for the seamen
in an assigned port or harbour.
R.A.F. CHAPLAIN - The
Chaplain for a Royal Air Force
Station.
DOCUMENTARY PROGAMMES-
Programmes on a special fopic
(e.g. Scientific research,
infroducting a couniry or place)
They are not fiction stories like
many other films, but are based
on facts.

END
NEXT WEEK:- FR. FINNERAN
REPORTER:- BILL, TANG

NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY

Welcome to our new director, Rev. Fr, Coghlan, and to our new chief
librarian, Carl Chan., We are sorry to say good-bye lo Rev. George Zee,
our former director, He had really helped us a lot last year,

The library will be open to all from 1:15 to 1:45 and 4:00 to 4:30;
quite a short time, but reasonable. For the benefit of the new members,
there is a plan inside the library showing where different types of books
are placed.

We regret the closing down of the Chinese section, It isn’t that we
haven’t got enough books. In fact, there are so many that we have to
re-organize and recatalogue them, We are trying our best to re-open this
section as soon as possible. Meanwhile, be patient.

Lastly, a word of thanks fo all those who donated books and those who
sent in their valuable bits of advice.

Vincent Woo

DISCUSSION ON CONFESSION

A discussion was held with D.B.S. on ( date ). Our team consists of
Rev. Fr. Tarpey, Rev. Fr. Coghlan and three boys. The D.B.S. team consists
of their headmastdr and several teachers and pupils. The purpose of this
discussion was fo exchange ideas concerning confession,

The atmosphere during the discussion was not a pleasant one from the
very beginning, There was a little bit of difficully in the language used.
Then our boys were not accustomed to speaking in front of so many teachers.
The result was therefore far from satisfactory. However, we would like to
have more of these discussions in future.
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THE STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION OF
WAH YAN COLLEGE, KOWLOON.

This was founded {wo years ago and is going on its third year. The
association is a student body consisting ultimately of individual members of
the college -- i. e, the students themselves. Thus. all student are reminded that
each one of them is equally eligible a member of the association as others.

The students, for its hugeness in number, are represented by the following:-

(1) If you happen to be in a class, the Class Monitor is your representative

at the meelings of the Students’ Association.

(2) If you happen to belong to any club or form of activities existing
in the college, you are represented by the Club Representative. (as Scout

representative, Sodality representative)

The Class Monitors, the Club Representatives, the School Prefects. form
the Students’ Council, in which all malters resolved are announced and the
members in this are responsible for relaying these decisions to the students.

The Students’ Council will elect, at the start of each school year, Executive
Members to form the Executive Commiltee. In this, the School Captain and
Vice-caplain become the Chairman and Vice-chairman respectively. They will

preside over meetings of the Executive Committes

to discuss matters

concerning the Students’ Association in general,

To give you a better picture of
how the Students’ Association is run,
the reports of the first two meetings
of both the Students’ Council and the
Executive Committee are printed here.

Lastly, I wish fo empnasize here
the necessity of individual co-operation
from the students. The Students’
Association, whatever its constitution

may be, is always a ‘‘students”
association,

Bill Fang.

( Chairman)

HONORARY SECRETARY'S REPORT

SEPT, 22ND. 18T MEETING
OF THE STUDENT” COUNCIL

TIME: 3:25 P. M. PLACE:
Balcony of the Hall.

Present: All Council Members
(ie. Class Monitors efc,)

ELECTION: An Executive

Commitee of 12 will be formed, The
Chairman and Vice-chairman being
included, The remaining 10 members
are to be chosen from the Council
itself. After introducing those present
by names, each one was allowed to
cast 5 votes fo elect the members of
the Executive Commilee, The results
of the election are as follows:-
Bill Fang Wong Hak Kwong
(Chairman)
Shiu Sin Por
(Vice-chairman)

Francis Hong

Peter Chau Charles Kwan
Henry Tse Joseph Chan
Joseph Lau Raymord Kwong
John Loo Desmond Wong

Meeting adjourned at 4:00 p.m.
SEPT. 30th 1ST MEETING
OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITEE
TIME: 8:00 P.ML PLACE:
PREFECTS’ ROOM
Present: 9 Executive Members.
OFFICIALS: Jobhn Loo (unavo-
idably absent) was appointed secretary.
Francis Hong was elected Treasurer
by a majority of 7 votes to 2.
VOTING: It was resolved
unanimously,
that absentees fo a meeting
should not have the right to vote;

that an issue could not be passed
with less than two-thirds of the
Executive = Commitee = members
present;

that an issue could only be
passed by a majorily of votes;

That in case of a tie in votes,
the matter be discussed again, and
should the 2nd voting again produce
a tie, the President had the right
of decision;

that all voting be done by open
ballot unless secret ballot was
proposed by any one or more of
the members,

ACTIVITIES: There were some
15 items proposed. The Chairman had
them recorded for later resolutions.
However, the following were found
to be in need of immediate attention.
Resolutions were made concerning:

(a) School Newspaper - Shiu
Sin Por was elected Chief Editor
of the Press Group,

(b) Tea Party - A tea party
will be prepared for all the Council
Members, the purpose of which is
to get them together and explain
to them their duties, $50 is the
estimated expenditure,

FINANCE: It was proposed that
there should be a constant sum of
$ 300 in cash to be kept by the
Trersurecr.

The next meeting was fixed on
Oct, 3rd at lunch lime,

The meeting adjourned at 11 p.m.

OCT. 3RD. 2ND MEETING
OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITEE

TIME: 1:15 p.m.

Place: Prefects’ Room

Present: 11 Executive members,

SCHOOL NEWSPAPER: Shiu
Sin Por gave a report on the
Newspaper, which would be fortnightly
publication. The school will subcribe
$1750 each year. There will be 6-8
pages in each newspaper and 1200
copies will be printed per issue and
circulated not only among our students
but also in other schools.

ACTIVITIES: The activities
proposed in the last meeting were
discussed briefly, There are some
activities that we need to prepare at

once, some at fixed dates and others
when the students are not so busy.

APPOINTMENTS: Joseph Chan
was appointed head of the Propaganda
Commitee proposed last time, Francis
Hong was appointed to prepare for
the tea-party. It will be held after a
Council Meeting on the last period
of Oct. 4th.

The meeting adjourned at 1:50p.m.

OCT 4TH. 2ND MEETING OF
THE STUDENTS’ COUNCIL,

RELATION BETWEEN THE
CLUBS AND THE ASSOCIATION:
The Chairman explained that there
should be a closer union between
the independent clubs in the school
and the Students’ Association. The
Association does not infend to interfere
with the infernal affairs of any

club, But Club Representatives are
requested to inform the Students’
Association in advance of their
aclivities, so that the secretary may
note them down. By this, Association
is informed of how ‘BUSY” the school
is at any one time and knows when
lo organise activilies for the whole
school.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Annou-
ncemenfs were made on the School
Newspaper, the Association activities
and finance as resolved in the Executive
Commitee Meeting the day before
(Oct, 3rd.)

Tea and cakes were served after
lhe mesting.

JOHN LOO
(SECRETARY)

(Bd.--Starting from this issue, we shall be publishiug a series of articles
written by Rev. Fr. Finneran, S.J. who, I think, meeds no introduction.
These articles are accounts of his travels through Europe and Asia Minor.
Now, without more ado, I hope you all enjoy the  first installment of his

sertes---the journey to Jerusalem.)

JERUSALEM

Jerusalem is truly a city seated on a hill; it is about 2500 feet high.
In shape, the old city is almost a square, and high walls surround it on three
sides. The total length of these walls is about a mile, On the West and South
is the Valley of Hinnon, and on the South and East is the Kowloon Valley
The walls vary from 15-20 feet in height and are about six feet wide at the top.

There are eight gates to the city,
but, only four are used. The Damascus
Gate is in the North West, the Jaffa
Gate in the West, and in the North
East is Stephen’s Gate.

Inside the citly, almost the total
eastern part, the site of the old Temple,
is empty except for the extremely
beautiful mosque of Omar, and a
smaller mosque fowards the western
end. The rest of the city is made up
of old buildings with small windows,
narrow, paved zig-zag streets, and more
narrow alley - ways. ‘There is very
little level ground and in many streets
there are steps, two or three together,
in places, There are no cars nor
bicycles, and donkeys carry huge loads
of oranges and sand.

Within the old city the most
sacred places are the Holy Sepulchre
and the Via Dolorosa - the way Christ
went to His death. The places Jesus
stopped at on the way are marked
by numbers or images on the walls
and houses.

The first station is at the Antonia
or the barracks where Pilate pronounced
sentence of death on Jesus. You next
pass under the ‘Ecce Homo’ arch,
where Pilate showed Jesus to the
people, Station three is at a corner of
the street, Stations four to eight are on
a very steep incline. There are many
steps, and one understands why Jesus
fell and why the soldiers, fearing He
would die, forced Simon to help Him
carry the cross, Stations 9 - 14 are in
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. The
whole distance is about 600 yards,

The most sacred church in

Christendom is very disappointing.

There is much scaffolding and
supporting beams inside. It feels cold
and looks untidy and unkept,

The main building is almost
reclangular, with a2 dome over the
Holy Sepulchre near the west end. Use
of the Sepulchre itself for services is
arranged by fimes alloited to the
various Christian churches. At the
wesl end of the Church the Copts
have a liftle part of the stone of the
Holy Sepulchre and they hold their
services there, Towards the eastern
side is the Greek Orthodox portion,
On their right, as we face them, and
up some steps, is Golgotha, the place
of the crucifixion. There are three
altars here, The Roman Catholics
have the cenire one and the one on
the right. The Greek Orthodox have
the third. Behind the Greek Orthodox
portion on the ground floor and down
many steps is the Armenian Church.
It is called the crypt of St, Helena,
and beside it is the place where she
found the ftrue cross.

There is a convent which encloses
the Lithostrotos, or the slone court-
vard where Jesus was scourged and
crowned with thorns, The Sister who
conducted us pointed out marks on
the slones which indicated some game
like dice, one of the inscriptions was
the Greek word for king, This
possibly gave the soldiers the idea
of making Jesus a king.

Paddy Finneran, S.].
N.B. These notes were collected

between May 13th-19th 1967
before the Israel-Arab war.



