
Pope Francis has been declared Time’s Person Of The 
Year. Looking back on 2013, he has done some incredibly 
progressive things to lead the Church. 

1. He spoke out against frivolous spending by the 
Church 

 

Source: catholic-ew.org.uk  

The average set of cardinal’s clothes costs as much as 
$20,000. In October, Pope Francis urged officials to dress 
more modestly and to not squander such money. In the 

http://www.catholic-ew.org.uk/var/storage/images/catholic-news/catholic-news-media-library/papal-succession-media-library/papal-succession-article-images/pope-francis-i2/pope-francis-i-angelus-and-blessing-from-the-window-overlooking-st-peter-s-square/250461-3-eng-GB/Pope-Francis-I-Angelus-and-Blessing-from-the-window-overlooking-St-Peter-s-Square.jpg


same month, he ordered a German bishop to explain how 
he had spent $3 million on a marble courtyard. 

Source: globalpost.com  

2. He invited a boy with Downs Syndrome for a ride in 
the Popemobile 

 

Source: thehindu.com  

During a general audience, Pope Francis invited Alberto di 
Tullio, a 17-year-old boy with Downs Syndrome, to ride in 
his Popemobile while thousands watched. The boy and his 
father were said to be "chocked up" when he was 
embraced by the Pope. 

http://www.globalpost.com/dispatches/globalpost-blogs/belief/catholic-church-pope-francis-vest
http://www.thehindu.com/multimedia/dynamic/01492/pope_1492085f.jpg


Source: cbsnews.com  

3. He embraced and kissed Vinicio Riva 

 

Source: huffpost.com  

November saw Pope Francis embrace Vinicio Riva, a man 
scarred by a genetic disease. Fighting agonising pain on a 
daily basis, such an act restored the faith of a man who 
says he is often mocked in public. 

Source: cnn.com  

  

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/pope-francis-invites-boy-with-down-syndrome-for-spin-on-popemobile/
http://i.huffpost.com/gen/1447914/thumbs/o-POPE-BOILS-900.jpg?4
http://edition.cnn.com/2013/11/26/world/europe/pope-francis-disfigured-man/


4. He denounced the judgment of homosexuals 

 

Source: cnn.com  

Pope Francis has stated several times that the Church has 
no right to interfere spiritually in the lives of gays and 
lesbians. Though Francis maintained the right of the 
Church to express opinions on homosexuality, he believed 
that Christians should not judge or ridicule. This led to The 
Advocate, a gay  rights magazine, naming Francis the 
'single most influential person of 2013 on the lives of 
LGBT people.' 

Source: cnn.com  

  

http://religion.blogs.cnn.com/2013/09/19/pope-francis-church-cant-interfere-with-gays/?hpt=hp_t1
http://religion.blogs.cnn.com/2013/09/19/pope-francis-church-cant-interfere-with-gays/?hpt=hp_t1


5. He held a major ceremony at the chapel of a youth 
prison 

 

Source: incarnationparish.org  

In March, the Pope held a major Holy Week service at 
Casal del Marmo jail for minors, rather than the Vatican. 
During the service, the pope washed and kissed the feet 
of 12 young offenders to commemorate Jesus' gesture of 
humility towards his apostles on the night before he died. 
During the service, he broke tradition by washing the feet 
of women and Muslims. 

Source: reuters.com  

  

http://incarnationparish.org/justice/justice/prison-ministry/
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/03/21/us-pope-jail-idUSBRE92K0CF20130321?feedType=RSS&feedName=lifestyleMolt#.UUrje3FiZtQ.reddit


6. He urged the protection of the Amazon Rainforest 

 

Source: nationalpost.com  

During his visit to Brazil, Pope Francis met with natives 
who have been fighting ranchers and farmers attempting 
to invade their land. He encouraged that the Amazon be 
treated as a garden and protected, along with it's native 
people. 

Source: nationalpost.com  

  

http://wpmedia.life.nationalpost.com/2013/07/pope-1.jpg?w=940
http://life.nationalpost.com/2013/07/27/pope-francis-calls-for-respect-and-protection-of-environment-end-to-exploitation-of-amazon-rainforest/


7. He personally called and consoled a victim of rape 

 

Source: catholicvirtue.org  

A 44-year old Argentinian woman, raped by a local 
policeman, was one of thousands to write a letter to Pope 
Francis in 2013. The woman was surprised when she later 
received a phone call from Francis himself--who consoled 
the woman and told her, “You are not alone.” 

Source: catholicvirtue.org  

  

http://www.catholicvirtue.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/Pope-Francis.jpg
http://www.catholicvirtue.org/2013/08/29/rape-victim-consoled-and-encouraged-by-surprise-call-from-pope-francis/


8. He snuck out of the Vatican to feed the homeless 

 

Source: newsfirst.lk  

More recently, it has been discovered that Pope Francis 
regularly leaves the Vatican at night to feed the homeless. 
Dressed as an ordinary priest, he joins Archbishop Konrad 
Krajewski to feed the poor of Rome.  

Source: huffingtonpost.com  

  

http://newsfirst.lk/english/wp-content/uploads/2013/12/Pope-Francis1-415x260.jpg
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/12/02/pope-francis-homeless_n_4373884.html#slide=3174753


9. He auctioned his motorcycle to benefit the 
homeless 

 

Source: dailymail.co.uk  

In October, Francis donated his own Harley Davidson 
motorcycle to fund a hostel and soup kitchen in Rome. 

Source: ncregister.com  

  

http://i.dailymail.co.uk/i/pix/2013/06/17/article-0-1A58453E000005DC-641_638x429.jpg
http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/pope-to-auction-harley-davidson-motorcycle-to-benefit-homeless/?utm_source=dlvr.it&utm_medium=twitter


10. He acknowledged that atheists can be good people 

 

Source: mercopress.com  

Earlier in 2013,  Pope Francis spoke out against the 
common interpretation within the Church that atheists, by 
nature, are bad people. He stated that, “Atheists should be 
seen as good people if they do good.” After meeting the 
Pope, the openly atheist president of Uruguay, Jose 
Mujica, compared Francis to a friendly neighbor.  

Source: theguardian.com  

  

http://en.mercopress.com/2013/06/03/francis-and-mujica-full-of-praise-for-each-other-share-45-minutes-in-the-vatican
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/may/22/pope-francis-atheists-can-be-good%20/%20http:/en.mercopress.com/2013/06/03/francis-and-mujica-full-of-praise-for-each-other-share-45-minutes-in-the-vatican


11. He condemned the global financial system 

 

Source: tempo.co  

In May, Francis denounced the global financial system for 
tyrannizing the poor and turning humans into expendable 
consumer goods. He believes that, “Money has to serve, 
not to rule!" 

Source: timesofmalta.com  
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12. He fought child abuse 

 

Source: bbcimg.co.uk  

The Catholic Church has been rocked in recent years by 
allegations and admissions of child abuse by members of 
the Church. Pope Francis became the first Pope to take 
effective action against such atrocities. He ammended 
Vatican law to make sexual abuse of children a crime, and 
he also established a committee to fight abuse. 

Source: bbc.co.uk  

  

http://news.bbcimg.co.uk/media/images/71555000/jpg/_71555098_tw58lt75.jpg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-25235724


13. He condemned the violence of the Syrian civil war 

 

Source: blogspot.com  

In regard to the use of chemical weapons in Syria, Pope 
Francis asked for peace and declared that, "War, never 
again. Violence never leads to peace, war leads to war, 
violence leads to violence.” 

Source: reuters.com  

  

http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-8zA86KiHkpw/UiNeVm5asoI/AAAAAAAAFS4/Yh6MFeRrm3U/s1600/Pope+Francis+Dove.jpg
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/09/01/us-syria-crisis-pope-idUSBRE98005J20130901


14. He redirected employee bonuses to charity 

 

Source: ibtimes.com  

When a new Pope is elected, Vatican employees receive 
a bonus. Upon his election, the extra money was given to 
directly to charity instead. 

Source: washingtonpost.com  

  

http://s1.ibtimes.com/sites/www.ibtimes.com/files/styles/v2_article_large/public/2013/12/03/pope-francis-2013-2.jpg
http://www.washingtonpost.com/national/on-faith/pope-francis-redirects-employee-bonuses-to-charity/2013/04/18/56a472ce-a85a-11e2-9e1c-bb0fb0c2edd9_story.html?tid=socialss


15. He spoke out against the Church’s ‘obsession’ 
with abortion, gay marriage and contraception 

 

Source: indiatimes.in  

In a voice of reason, Francis shocked the Catholic world 
when he stated that the Church was an unhealthy 
obsession with abortion, gay marriage, and contraception. 
He criticized the Church for putting dogma before love, 
and for prioritizing moral doctrines over serving the poor 
and marginalized. 

Source: nytimes.com  

  

http://media.indiatimes.in/media/content/2013/May/pope_francis_1368962603_540x540.jpg
http://www.nytimes.com/2013/09/20/world/europe/pope-bluntly-faults-churchs-focus-on-gays-and-abortion.html?_r=0


16. He called for cooperation between Christians and 
Muslims 

 

Source: catholicsun.org  

During his Angelus address, Francis paid respect to the 
end of Ramadan. He stated that both Christians and 
Muslims worship the same God, and he hoped that 
Christians and Muslims would work together to promote 
mutual respect. 

Source: catholicherald.co.uk  

  

http://d2jkk5z9de9jwi.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/20130812cnsbr1272.jpg
http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2013/08/13/pope-francis-muslims-and-christians-must-work-together/


17. He took part in a selfie 

 

Source: telegraph.co.uk  

In what might be his most progressive feat of all, Pope 
Francis met with youngsters to be part of a truly 
remarkable selfie. His is embracing the present, and he is 
undoubtedly taking the Church to a more loving and 
accepting future. 

Source: telegraph.co.uk  

  

http://i.telegraph.co.uk/multimedia/archive/02658/selfie_2658134b.jpg
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/religion/the-pope/10277934/Pope-Francis-and-the-first-Papal-selfie.html


18. He invited homeless men to his birthday meal 

 

Source: theguardian.com  

On December 17, Pope Francis invited a group of 
homeless men and their dog into the Vatican to share his 
birthday meal along with his staff. The Pope had decided 
that he wanted a small birthday event, which would do 
some good, rather than a large and expensive event. 

Source: theguardian.com  

  

http://static.guim.co.uk/sys-images/Guardian/About/General/2013/12/17/1387286483497/Pope-Francis-and-archbish-009.jpg
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19. He refused to send away a child who had run on 
stage to hug him 

 

Source: buzzfeed.com  

During the Year of Faith Celebrations, a young boy ran on 
stage as the Pope was giving a speech. When assistants 
tried to remove the boy, Francis allowed him to stay. 

----------------------------------- 
 
 
The story/report below adds more to the photos above: 
 
 
http://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/twice-rejected-jesus-the-homeless-statue-gets-blessing-
from-the-pope-1.1566369 
 

http://www.buzzfeed.com/ellievhall/boy-wanders-onto-stage-to-hang-out-with-pope-francis
http://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/twice-rejected-jesus-the-homeless-statue-gets-blessing-from-the-pope-1.1566369
http://www.ctvnews.ca/canada/twice-rejected-jesus-the-homeless-statue-gets-blessing-from-the-pope-1.1566369


It was a statue that couldn’t find a home: a life-sized sculpture of Jesus 
depicted as a homeless man sleeping on a park bench, wrapped in a blanket, 
with his crucifixion wounds evident on his bare feet. 
 
But after being rejected by two renowned cathedrals – St. Michael's in  
Toronto and St. Patrick's in New York -- 'Jesus the Homeless' finally  
found a fan in the Vatican: Pope Francis. 
 
Sculptor Tim Schmalz travelled to Rome with 'Jesus the Homeless' last  
week to present the statue to the pope. 
 
Related Stories 
 
Pope Francis examines the 'Jesus the Homeless' sculpture in Vatican City  
as creator Tim Schmalz looks on in the Vatican. 
 
"The first thing he did when he saw my sculpture was he prayed, and then  
he blessed the piece,” Schmalz told CTV News. “And to have Pope Francis  
bless your sculpture is one of the most amazing experiences possible." 
 
Father Terry McGuire, a retired Catholic priest living in Waterloo,  
Ont., isn't surprised the statue caught the pope’s attention. 
 
"To me it coincides with Pope Francis in terms of his care and concern  
for the poor," McGuire told CTV News. "And Tim has a way of bringing out  
the feeling." 
 
Schmalz, a graduate of the Ontario College of Art and Design, lives in  
St. Jacobs, near Waterloo. He specializes in large-scale bronze  
Christian-themed works, which have been commissioned for public  
monuments and Christian churches. 
 
He was inspired to create the 2.5-metre bronze statue after seeing a  
homeless person wrapped in a blanket in Toronto. 
 
"Initially what I basically thought in my heart or in my head was: I  
just saw Jesus," Schmalz said. "And I wanted other people to have that  
experience when they see homeless people or marginalized people, to see  
that relationship with Jesus." 
 
The estimated $25,000 statue, which took about eight months to create,  



was funded by private donors. It eventually found its way to the Jesuit  
School of Theology at the University of Toronto's Regis College. 
 
"Unlike a lot of sculptures of Jesus that have ever been represented  
that are meant to be put on a pedestal, this sculpture meant to be put  
just on a city street," Schmalz said. 
 
Schmalz also sent a 'Jesus the Homeless' replica to Chicago, where it's  
awaiting a permanent home. Another copy is on its way to Perth, Australia. 
 
And the sculptor has been working with the Vatican to find a place for  
the statue in Rome, where they hope to install it near St. Peter's Square. 
 
With reports from CTV Kichener's Priya Mann and CTV Toronto's Calvin To 
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