In Memoriam — Shih Yen-Chung, Jerome
A
(?-2005)

Studied at Wah Yan College, Kowloon, 1955-1963

Years at Wah Yan College, Kowloon, 1955-1963

P6B - 1955-1956 FAC - 1959-1960
F1D - 1956-1957 FAC - 1960-1961
F2D - 1957-1958 F5A -1961-1962
F3D - 1958-1959 F6S - 1962-1963



A. Class Photographs and Class Lists, 1955-1963 (a selection)

PRIMARY 6B.

Form-master: Mr. S. P. Aras
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FORM 4C (53-60)

FAC, 1959-1960 — 2™ row from bottom — 3™ right



FORM II D (1957-1958)

1. Chan Loonnay BE fE J& 22. Lai Park Chiu, William
2. Chan Man Bun, Kenneth BE ¢ W 23. Lau Fook Hong, Tommy
3. Chan Yiu Man Bl £ B 24. Lee Kwok Po, Philip
4. Chan Yuen Hing, Raymond Bt 5C B 25. Lee Sai Cheung, Michael
5. Chang Kung Sun, Patrick REH 26. Leung Siu Tat, Carmelo
6. Chen Chia Hua, Bobby Bt I 3fe 27. Li King Hang, Richard
7. Cheng See Yau, Stephen & e {5 28. Ling Tak Fun, Victor
8. Chan See Ching Bl -+ 29. Ma Kai Fai
9. Cheung Chi Fong, B. iR+ b 30. Ma Shiu Sang, Nelson
10. Cheung Kwok Ming, E. ik B W3 31. Man Chung Keung, Andrew
11. Chiu Kuo-chao, Tony 5f B 32. Ng Shkeung Yee
12. Chow Chue, Jacob & e 33. Ngan Kai Shui, Robert
13. Choy Tak Fun, Robert % 15w 34. Pan Cheung Ming, John
14. Chu Shing On, Patrick K IR & 35. Shih Yen Chung, Jerome
15. Fang Kong il ) 36. Tai Chun Leung, Patrick
16. Fong On Chuck, Andrew i i) 37. Tam Tin Wai, Richard
17. Fong Wai Kit, Freddie i & B 38. Yu Chi Hung
18. Hui Tak Cheung i 78 e 39. Yue Fong Ying
19. Kwok Lung Cheung 50 fE 3E 40. Wong Hin Sing
20. Kung Yum Sing, Francis ROk R 41. Wu Ho Mun
21. Koo Chi Chung hm AR
F2D, 1957-1958
FORM IIID (1958-1959)
1. Au-Yang Siu Lee BB Jk B 21. Lam Fook Hong, T.
2. Chan Yiu Man B # B 22. Lam Wing Cheung, S.
3. Chang Kung Sun, P. ik B ¥ 23. Lee Lap Sun, R.
4. Cheng See Yau OB 4A 24. Lee Ping Hon, M.
5. Cheung Chi Keung B OE O® 25. Lee Sai Cheung, M.
6. Cheung Kwok Ming, E. iz BH 26. Lee Yu Ting, G.
7. Ching Yat Biu, C. BF — B 27. Leung Siu Tat, C.
8. Chiu Kuo-Chao, A. B E i3 28. Lew Kwok Chi, R.
9. Chiu Wah Kwong ] OE B 29. Lee King Hang, R.
10. Chu Cho Ham, L. & il W 30. Ma Shiu Sang, A.
11. Choy Tak Fun, R. @ g 31. Mak Wai Kei
12. Chu Shing On, P. 4 K & 32. Pan Cheung Ming, ]J.
13. Fong Wai Kit, F. o1& 4 33. Shih Yen Chung, J.
14. Fong Wan Loong, L. F E 34. Tai Chun Leung, P.
15. Ho Kar Wing fiT H® & 35. Tang Ka Yiu, M.
16. Ho Ping Kwong [l T O 36. Wang Hok Cheong, D.
17. Koo Chi Chung mOE % 37. Wong Hin Sing
18. Kung Yum Sing, F. WO 38. Wong Ping Kwan, P.
19. Kwan Ying Wai B I (& 39. Wu Tse Wai, F.
20. Lai Park Chiu, W. 2 1A g 40. Yu Chi Hung

F3D, 1958-1959

B. Other Photos, 1961-1999 (a selection)
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1961, Classical Music Lovers’ Association gathering — Jerome with bow
tie -- standing — 1* right

(note: CLA was born on Feb 2, 1957, when we met at Bluebird (?) Restaurant. Core
members were: 1, Chan Chi-Kong; 2, Chan Yiu-Man; 3, Chen York-Lung; 4, Chen Chia-
Hwa; 5, Chow Chue; 6, Chow Cheung; 7, Li King-Hang; 8, Man Chung-Keung; 9, Shih
Yen-Chung and 10 Wong Hin-Shing. Associate members included 11, Butt Chak-Cheung;
12, Lam Kwong-Yu; 13, Lee Sai-Cheung; 14, Wu Homun; 15, Yu Fong-Lun; 16, Yu
Fong-ying and others who joined us occasionally. We also asked Fr Farren to be our
sponsor/consultant. In the photo, front, L to R: 13, 4, 3, 8, 11, 15; back, L to R: 10, 5, 2, 1,
7,6,9)



1961, Richard leaving HK — 5™ left

row — 2" left

_ 2nd

1961, at Andrew’s farewell party



1962, Andrew Man’s departure — left row — 2" from bottom



1962, with his 62 classmates

. ."n}',

1962, °62 grads class picnic — 4™ left




1962, at WYK, before Yu Fong-Lun’s departure — 3™ right



1962, picnic

.: |

Carmelo Leung H.K. Chiu =5 Noel Hui 5 'Damlen Ko AR
B Yu l'ong Ying Michael Lee W 'iBen Cheung

' {17 ) e
b

1963 (not 1962), farewell party for Tony Chiu — left row — 2™ right
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1966, another gathering with classmates — top row — 2" left



1969, having fun swinging

1969, with close friends again



1999 reunion in Hong Kong

1999, reunion gathering in HK — bottom row — 1% left — CLA, 1961?

- 'v \\

- ' 1999 reunion in HyKong

1999, gathering in HK — top row — 2" left



C. M.A.in Linguistics, 1971

Extract from http://www.ling.fju.edu.tw/lg 05 03 1971.htm

NEFRANENISE R RSN i

Graduateplnstitutelollinguisticsi

mEps LIy cll Beds ASESl SEis BLEEE  English

b

AR B RAEECEE(1971-1975) :

BaRE Ed BxEH |

EEZRX 4 Contrastive Study of the Phonogical Structures £ 1971
0 BREIHE 1. [of Mandarin and Cantonese A (4218 )
g me HLs R S R A AT SR

E 5 4 Contrastive Study of the Phonological Systems

R 2. |of Mandarin and Taiwanese ‘E?ﬁ 1971

D. Memories

My Memories of Jerome

I was in the same classes as Jerome from F1D to F4C (1956-1960). Since we were in the
same football and classical music groups, we were very close.

(However, Richard told me that | often quarrelled with Jerome. It was most likely my
fault because | was, and still am, very quick-tempered.)

Jerome was an avid classical music lover and had great knowledge about classical music,
composers such as Beethoven and Brahms, conductors such as Nikisch and Weingartner,
violinists such as Kreisler and EIman, and pianists such as Schnabel and Kempff. He,
together with York and Yiu-Man, took a great part in helping Mr Hsueh in the afternoon
concerts at WYK.

I remember one of our favorite meeting places for our weekly Saturday evening record
listening concerts was at the parents of Jerome’s house. It was these record concerts that
cemented our great bondage, even till now.

After Form 5, we lived our own ways and separated. | understand that Jerome initially
went to the United States to study science or maths.

It was when | graduated from HKU and began teaching at Bishop Hall Jubilee School
that I met Jerome again.


http://www.ling.fju.edu.tw/lg_05_03_1971.htm

He told me that after a short stay in the States, he found out that he was no longer
interested in pursuing maths or science. So he went to Taiwan to study languages instead.
He got his Master’s Degree in Linguistics from ifj{~ K2 5E 5 225 5T AT in 1971, | think
he eventually got a PhD Degree in German, though I’'m not too sure.

I lost contact with him again when | went to Canada in 1969. It was only in 1999 that we
established contact again. Actually, it was either York or Yiu-Man or Richard who
emailed me about Jerome. | phoned Jerome long-distance and talked to him several
times. He was still very interested in classical music. He told me he was working for the
HK Government as a translator.

We lost contact again until when | learned from one of our classmates that Jerome passed
away suddenly. It was very shocking news. One morning, during office hours, he felt
uncomfortable. In the afternoon, he went to the doctor and had some procedure
performed. And he died there. T don’t remember the cause of death. (See section on
“possible cause of death™.)

| remember receiving a document from the Shih family via one of our classmates. | was
extremely impressed to learn that Jerome had a photographic memory. Unfortunately, I
don’t have that document anymore.

I’ll always miss Jerome.

Wong Hin Shing
Jan 30, 2012
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To the best of my knowledge, I have the following to add:

1. He was not formally trained at the piano, but he once played the first movement of the
Moonlight sonata to me. 1 tried to follow, but no way.

2. He probably also went to Berkeley as | once met him when | paid a visit there.

3. He has been working as a Senior Consultant in the Hong Kong Productivity Council in
Hong Kong until his passing away.

4. He was an expert in $53# 2 as he once translated [E3{ into German. (2008)

http://www.amazon.co.uk/Die-umzingelte-Festung-Qian-Zhongshu/dp/3865550592

http://www.modernchineseliterature.net/writers/QianZhongShu/works-transworks-gb.jsp

5. He was a big, big collector of classical music. | once visited his house in X — /& and
his bedrooms and living room were lined with shelves of classical music CD and


http://www.amazon.co.uk/Die-umzingelte-Festung-Qian-Zhongshu/dp/3865550592
http://www.modernchineseliterature.net/writers/QianZhongShu/works-transworks-gb.jsp

vinyl albums, must be more than 20,000. When | was there, he just received another
box of vinyl albums from ??? We listened to Weingartner's Beethoven #3 (vinyl
album) before I left him for good. | have always wondered what happened to this
huge collection of his.

Hope this adds a little more to his RIP file.
Andrew Man

February 1, 2012

kkhkkhkkhkkhhkkhhkhhhkhkhkihhkrhkkhhkkhhkhhhkhhkkihkihhkhhkhikhhhkihkihkhhkhikhihihkihiiiikikx

My brief reunion with Jerome was in HK 1990, when Yiu Man and | returned for our
parents' funeral. As a 4-year junior to your class, | remember him but do not know him
well. At that time he treated YM and me to a special Chao Zhou (?) restaurant.

| knew that Jerome was an ardent classical music lover. Ignorant about the German
language, I learned from him that "Beet-hoven" means "beet vendor", which is a trivia
but quite interesting as | didn't know that before. When | mentioned that | liked
Schnabel's rendition of Beethoven'v 5th piano concerto, he later gave me a CD recording
of his performance. | still have it in my modest CD collection.

After an outing that year in HK with your classmates, they and YM visited his home. 1
did not join them because | badly needed some rest that evening. | regretted later for
missing a chance to learn more from this eclectic scholar.

Like most of you, | was shocked when learning his sudden demise. Yes, high BP is a
silent killer. As we are aging fast, we should be aware of the danger of hypertension.
Relaxing the mind and body would be preferred to unrelenting drive in enjoying the latest
chapter of our lives, which may be better extended.

Chan Yiu Kwok
February 2, 2012

KEAIAIAKEAAAAAAAAAAIAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAEAAIAAAAAAAAhAEAArhrAAhhhkhdirridhxdxhhhiiiix

| do know a bit more about Jerome. His huge collection of books and records have been
accepted by HK Chinese U. 1 also have some copies of his correspondence with Chiang
Chung-Hsu. Very erudite and impressive! | think | can say with some confidence that
no other Wah Yan alumnus have mastered Chinese literature better than Jerome. (I am
being conservative, the field can actually extend much beyond Wah Yan alumni.)

Paul Lee (‘62), February 6, 2012
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We write as Jerome Shih's classmates of Form 5A (1961 - 1962) & Form 6 Science (1962
- 1963).

We all have fond memories of Jerome: well-bred, good mannered, and gentlemanly.

He was an expert of Chinese literature and history. But he liked to study science subjects
so much that he chose to repeat in Form 4, instead of going to Form 5 Arts Class. Maybe
he admired his elder brother, who was in Form 7 Science, and excellent in mathematics.

In 1961, he won the first place of final examination of his Form 4 Class, and was
awarded a scholarship on 1961 Wah Yan College, Kowloon speech day.

He had hard luck in his School Leaving Certificate Examination, with 5 credits - all grade
2, bordering distinctions!

He mixed well with us Form 5Aers: hosting us for whole day bridge games at his home,
camping with us for 3 days in Lobster Bay (very remote in those days of 1962), and
roaming hills and New Territories now and then together.

He left for United States university education in 1963 summer.
We threw great parties for him.
We all missed him very much.

Tong Yau Kan, Kevin (’62) on behalf of Raymond Lau, Paul Lee Lung-sang, Vincent
Chu, Dunson Cheng Ka-Fat, Peter Sien, John Kwok Chun-Ping, Kenneth Lau, Desmond
Lee

February 8, 2012

(In response to Wong Hin Shing’s appeal for information about the Classical Music
Lovers’ Association. See 1961 photo above)

A note about the Feb 2nd date. It is the birthday of Fritz Kreizler. As I recall, we were
gathering in a record outlet on the HK side. We used to hang out there to buy LP or just
to listen as it had small sound-proof rooms where one could actually listen in peace and
quiet. I think we chose the date when we were there and someone -- it must have been
Yiu-man -- pointed out that it was Fritz's birthday.

With respect to Jerome, | remember at one of our usual Saturday night gatherings, Jerome
arrived and told us that he just had a conducting lesson. We were all quite puzzled. As it



turned out, he attended a concert in which Herbert von Karajan conducted the Vienna
Phil. He immediately showed us a few of the techniques he observed. At that time, |
never dreamt of our attending a real concert. He certainly was way ahead of most of us. |
also have fond memories of our gathering at his house, in the room in the front of his
house with those gigantic speakers and of course his knowledge and love of classical
music.

It would be nice if someone still has a copy of the only one publication that the club
produced. | believe Jerome wrote an article.

Tony Chow

February 12, 2012

kkhkkkhkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkhkkkhkkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkhkkhkkkkkkhkkkkkkkikkkkkkkkk



E. Possible Cause of Death

After Hin-Shing’s appeal for information about Jerome Shih, Chan Chi Kong wrote:

“I don't have any emails on Jerome's unfortunate passing. | attended his funeral and from
what his relatives said, | believe he passed away because of aneurism (the inner wall of a
blood vessel was broken, and the blood went between the inner and outer wall). | don't
know much about this medical problem. Maybe someone can verify Jerome's case. If we
can confirm that Jerome suffered from that problem Tak-Fu can surely explain the
problem clearly.” (Jan 30, 2012)

Tse Tak Fu responded:

“From your description it seems that he had rupture of the aorta which usually occurs
suddenly in people with poorly controlled hypertension. It is an uncommon disease but
well described. When it happens, the death rate is usually around seventy percent. Few
lucky ones are rushed to hospital and are lucky enough to have successful repair of the
aorta. Hypertension is the usual cause. Of course, old age contributes to weakening of the
vessel wall. It may also be due to inborn weakness of the wall of the aorta. Patients
suffering from this usually have associated abnormal external bony features, with long
limbs like a spider man, the famous index person with this condition being Abraham
Lincoln.

We should all watch our BP and keep it under control.” (Jan 31, 2012)

Chi Kong acknowledged:

“Thanks Tak-Fu, for your clear expert explanation. So the problem wasn't aneurism

(?) ... in Jerome's funeral I remember hearing his relatives mentioned his symptom was
that the inner wall of a blood vessel was broken, and the blood went between the inner
and outer wall ... Of course, this is based on my memory of Jerome's relatives'
information and my interpretation of what they said. It's not confirmed.” (Jan 31, 2012)

Tak Fu clarified:
“It is aneurysm, which literally means a defect in the inner wall of the vessel, leaking into

the middle wall of the vessel which in this case the largest vessel of the body called the
aorta. It is a form of rupture.” (Jan 31, 2012)



F.  Works: a humorous composition showing his virtuosity
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(A note about the above article, from Paul Lee (°62): “The ‘humorous’ writing by him
was written in 1965 and published in something called the Sempiterne, put out by the '62,
5A class. | am a bit surprised that you have that article. | dug that up in our class reunion
ten years ago and passed it to my classmates. | still have the original mimeographed
publication but | thought that the article is otherwise lost.” “Sempiternel” is French for
“everlasting,” “forever.” Fr Brosnan gave the club formed by the Class of 1962, 5A the
name “Sempiterne Club”; its publication was called “Sempiternelet” and Jerome’s article
appeared in the April 1966 issue. — Fong-ying)

Works: an academic translation (http:/detail.oookuu.com/1463157.html)
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http://detail.bookuu.com/1463157.html
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END

Compiled by Wong Hin-Shing and Yu Fong-ying, February 13, 2012



