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Founder of Wah Yan College 1919
Headmaster of Wah Yan College, 1924-1925

Plaque in Wah Yan College, Kowloon — List of Principals
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From “Jesuits in HK, S. China & Beyond” by Fr Morrissey, S.J. — pp 87-89



~ Bishop Valtorta performed the opening ceremony and preached in

imprcssing on the students the significance of this new development

[om Cooney, who lmd been installed as rector, and Frs. G. Kennedy,
. , D. Finn, R. Gallagher, soon to be joined by Thomas IFleming, and
| olast1cs H. O’Brien and G. Cascy.™ The seminary was to prove among

the most influential of the Society’s works in South China.




to hand the school over to the Jesuits, who, he knew, had been thinki

Both men were Catholics, and already, as noted

. (33
opening a school.
L 4

some Jesuits giving talks in the school.

On 6 May 1932, Mr. Tsui’s offer was considered by the LODS'
Byrne, Cooney, Gallagher, Joy, and MacDonald. They establish
Wah Yan, under new management, would still be a grant-in-aid
($28,000), that the present management required nothing for good-wi
that the furniture alone would rcquire expenditure. They also esta
that there would be no difficulty about the transfer of ownership, whi
-1 the hands of the Director of Education, whose report on the dlsc1p
the school was most satisfactory. “Such a school”, the consultors’
observed, “would give us a great standing with the Chinese m'
Kong. We could enter into the work of the school as from Septembe
take over with the New Year. It would be very accept: able to his Lot
and the difficulty of opposition with regard to St. Joseph’s ‘.’,.schooll
t0 be obviated because we are not opening a new school but con
one already existent.  Add the fact that if we were to open a ne v
would almost certainly not be a grant-in-aid school, and that

while retaining the name, later on remove, if necessary, to a more

locality.”

Despite their previous insistence that their circy
manpower required them to start with a small school, the consultor
with “the obvious advantages of the possession of such a school”

Yan, “were unanimous for acc(-'pt:mcv”.

. . (34
oave most voles 1o (,-ullughm‘, a wise choice.



7 ' ~ > . 350 oy
ater George Byrne wrote to Fr. Kieran.™ “Wah

1rec dayS l
‘»’ he explained, “stands [irst of the Chinese schools™; it was
among Catholic schools because the director was a Catholic,
t of the boys and stall’ were pagan. He then summarised the
: established at the consult. In favour of accepting the school
‘_ding with the Chinese community, and the fact that “it is a

d school. As there are some 600 boys in the school, this comes

"grant-in-aid school™. This last, because the government had

nst subsidising new secondary schools. They wished to make

€pt on terms mentioned ... We must retain
vMent, have power to dismiss and engage staff,

Se complete control over staff, pupils, and

3 TS
: 90F referred to Wah Yan School, Kowloon [the same name
B-aid purposes|, which was run by the same director as

:“Il‘§0ng, It was a smaller school, and Mr. Tsui wished the



From The Shield 29 (1981)
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